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Prefatory Note
The present issue offers, first, a chapter of Felix P. Bentz' beautifully crafted autobiography,
featuring events of nearly half a century ago.

It will bring back memories to those who similarly

ventured across the ocean by boat and, perhaps, inspire them to jot down their own experiences of that
memorable journey.
Arnold H. Price, noted scholar and valued friend of the SAHS, explores further the issue of
warrior clubs in the medieval Germanic world. The matter is quite controversial, yet in a previous booklength study the author has constructed an impressive mosaic of evidence, extended in his article also to
medieval Switzerland.
Simone Schoch, President of Die Staujfacherin, a club of Swiss American women of Washington,
D. C., presents the program of the centenary celebration of that organization as well as some documentary
materials relating to John Hitz (September 4, 1828 - March 25, 1908), the club's founder. He had
emigrated to the United States at age four with his father Johann Hitz, an organ builder from Davos,
Canton Graubiinden, who on May 6, 1852 was appointed first Consul General of Switzerland in the
United States. At his death on January 28, 1864, at age 67, his son John Hitz was appointed to the
office. He was a member of the Swedenborgian Church, an organ builder, bank president, and noted
philanthropist. He also served as superintendent of the Volta Bureau, an institute for the deaf and dumb.
Two reviews and a note conclude the issue.
To the contributors, as well as to Natalie Hector, the expert_creator of the camera-ready copy,
sincere thanks!

Leo Schelbert
H. Dwight Page
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